i8o                             SECRETS OF JAPAN
laith in Japan
The Protestant missions were started about 1859, meeting at first
with the greatest obstacles to their work, all Japanese being strictly
forbidden to believe in the Evil Christian Religion With the
Restoration (1868) and the adoption of a programme of radical re
forms, however, the doors began to be thrown open to Christian
teaching, and between 1885 and 1889, when the country was swept
by a great tide of reforms inspired from Europe, Christianity made
phenomenal progress Later it suffered from the reaction due to
nationalism, under which, however, largely through native leadership,
the Christian churches became filled with the growing self conscious-
ness of the nation The old edicts prohibiting Christianity were re
moved from the notice boards in February 1873, 2LD-<^ in April of that
year exiled Christians were permitted to return to their homes and
were free to entertain any religious belief they chose The Con-
stitution, promulgated in 1889, granted full religious liberty, and
Christianity now plays an increasingly important part in the life of
the community